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and Thomas Bowling, local secretary of the National
League. Was he a member of the National League ? There-
upon O'Brien put to the witness a resolution of the League
concerning the murdered man, and the history of the old
man's misfortunes emerged. On Sunday, the isth June, a
resolution had been moved and seconded that u as James
Fitzmaurice of Ahabcg still persists in allowing his cattle to
graze on the farm from which his brother Edmund was re-
cently evicted, we hereby call on the public to treat him as
a landgrabber of the most infamous kind." Afterwards
another resolution was passed referring to Fitzmaurice as a
miserable man, who had ct been so base and unnatural as to
grab his brother's land.'*
This murder had indeed arisen, like so many other crimes,
as a result of an embittered dispute between brothers con-
cerning some land at Ahabeg : it appeared that up to
two months before the murder James and Edmund were
joint tenants of certain land belonging to Mr. S. M. Hussey
of Tralee : there was, however, a great difference between
the brothers : while James was Industrious and thrifty,
Edmund was otherwise. Edmund fell into arrears with his
share of the rent, and so both tenants were evicted ; ulti-
mately James redeemed the arrears of rent and took over
the whole property, and, though he offered to give his bro-
ther a third of the land and to stock it for him, his brother
regarded his action as an outrage on fraternal decency. He
won the sympathy and interest of the Land League, who *
summoned James before them ; the latter refused to come,
and the hostile resolution was passed. From this moment his
fate was sealed. Public opinion had been roused to a high
pitch by the idea of a man " stealing his brother's land " ;
the poor old man was held up almost as a fratricide, and the
most stringent boycott was put into operation ; he was
afforded police protection, with which he unfortunately dis-
pensed on the night of his death ; all his movements were
being carefully watched.
The witness upon whose evidence Carson and O'Brien
had really burnt the midnight oil was the priest, the Rev*
Father Sheehan, who had performed the last duties for the